Call for Papers: Doctoral Workshop and Symposium
Labour, Nature and Technology: Rethinking Capitalist Subsumption
King’s College London | 18th, 19th June 2026

Recent scholarship across political economy, human geography, political ecology, and digital
labour studies has increasingly examined how contemporary capitalism reorganises relations
between work, ecological processes, and technological infrastructures. Yet these debates often
develop in relative isolation. Research on labour has focused on transformations in labour
processes and employment relations, while political ecology has explored the appropriation of
nature within capitalist accumulation, and studies of digital capitalism have analysed the growing
role of technological infrastructures—from platforms to artificial intelligence—in shaping
economic activity.

This symposium secks to bring these conversations into dialogue by exploring how capitalism
incorporates heterogeneous domains of social and material life into circuits of accumulation.
Drawing inspiration from recent debates around the concept of ‘subsumption’ (Banaji, 2010;
Harootunian, 2015; Saenz De Sicilia, 2025; Tomba, 2013), the workshop approaches labour,
nature, and technology as interconnected terrains through which capitalist incorporation unfolds
unevenly. Rather than assuming that capitalism uniformly transforms these domains through
technological innovation or industrialisation, the workshop explores how diverse social relations,
ecological processes, and institutional arrangements are articulated within broader dynamics of
capitalist development.

Ecological processes follow biological and environmental temporalities that cannot be fully
synchronised with the abstract time of capital (Battistoni, 2025). Similatly, reproductive and
informal labour often remain embedded in social relations that resist complete technological
reorganisation (Baglioni, 2025; Baglioni et al., 2022; Mezzadri, 2021, 2025). At the same time,
technological systems from digital platforms to algorithmic infrastructures seek to coordinate
and govern these heterogeneous processes through new forms of measurement, mediation, and
control (Briziarelli, 2024). Bringing these perspectives together raises broader questions about
how labour processes, ecological systems, and technological infrastructures are articulated within
contemporary capitalism and how these dynamics shape patterns of uneven development.

The symposium will combine thematic discussions with doctoral paper presentations, creating a
space for PhD researchers to present work in progress and receive feedback from invited
scholars and peers. The symposium will include a collaborative reading session at the conclusion
of the first day and a roundtable discussion at the end of the workshop.

We invite PhD students and early-career researchers to submit proposals that engage with the
workshop themes. Possible topics linked to theme include the following, but are not limited to:

* Labour processes and transformations of work



* Platform economies, digital infrastructures, and technological governance

* Political ecology and the incorporation of nature within capitalism

* Social reproduction, care work, and informal labour regimes

* Ecological limits and capitalist development

* Uneven development and global labour regimes

* Infrastructures, logistics, and the coordination of economic activity

* Conceptual debates around subsumption, incorporation, and capitalist transformation

Selected participants will present their work in discussion-oriented workshop sessions, designed
to provide constructive feedback and foster interdisciplinary dialogue.

Abstract Submission Guidelines:

e A 250-300 word abstract and a short biographical note (100 words) in a single PDF
e Submit to hitesh.potdar@kcl.ac.uk
e Submit by 17th May 2026, 11:59 PM (GMT)

The workshop will take place in person at King’s College London (Strand Campus).
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